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Winter Maintenance Levels

 
Reasonable efforts have been made by the Idaho Transportation Department (ITD) to 
verify that this map accurately interprets the source data used in its preparation; 
however, a degree of error is inherent in all maps, and this map may contain 
omissions and errors in scale, resolution, rectification, positional accuracy, 
development methodology, interpretation of source data, and other circumstances.  As 
additional data become available to ITD, and as verification of source data continues, 
this map may be reinterpreted or updated by ITD.  The map is date specific and is 
intended for use only at the published scale.  This map should not be used for 
navigational, engineering, legal, or any other site-specific use.  This map is 
distributed “as is” without warranty of any kind. 

Winter Maintenance Levels
1
2
3
4

LEVEL 1. Remove snow continually during storms to keep the roads open to traffic and 
(YELLOW) provide a reasonable surface on which to operate, except when blizzard, 
avalanche, or other severe forms of weather make conditions such that 
maintenance and motor vehicle operators cannot reasonably negotiate the 
travelway. The primary goal will be to keep at least one lane in each 
direction open during the storm and to provide intermittent bare pavement as 
soon as possible. Snowplowing, anti- icing, and/or deicing operations may 
be continued after the storm to achieve an intermittently bare pavement in 
the primary lane. Remaining travel lanes and shoulders will be plowed and 
sanded as quickly as available manpower and equipment permit. When 
effective, apply chemicals or abrasives, separately or in combination, to 
enhance traffic safety. 
LEVEL 2. Remove snow during storm to keep roads open to traffic, except when 
(RED) blizzard, avalanche, or other severe forms of weather make conditions such 
that maintenance and motor vehicle operators cannot reasonably negotiate 
the travelway. The primary goal will be to keep at least one lane in each 
direction open during the storm and to treat snow or ice covered areas with 
abrasives as soon as possible. Snowpack left by plows need not be removed 
until thawing conditions exist, or the pack becomes so thick as to constitute a 
traffic hazard. Remove the pack and widen the travelway during regularly 
scheduled working hours, except that overtime may be authorized by the 
District Engineer. When effective, apply chemicals or abrasives, separately 
or in combination, to enhance traffic safety on steep grades, sharp curves, 
bridge decks and approaches, intersections, known high accident locations, 
etc. 
LEVEL 3. When manpower and equipment are available, remove snow during the 
(GREEN) storm to keep the roads open to traffic, except when blizzard, avalanche, or 
other severe forms of weather make conditions such that maintenance and 
motor vehicle operators cannot reasonably negotiate the travelway. The 
primary goal will be to remove excess snow from the travel lanes and 
shoulders during regular working hours. Generally, chemicals and abrasives 
are only applied at specific locations (i.e. grades, curves, bridge decks, etc.) 
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Maintenance Traffic Services Section 300 
to enhance traffic safety. These routes may be posted to indicate limited 
maintenance. In areas that are prone to avalanches, the road segment shall be 
closed and remain closed until all danger of avalanches has ended. 
LEVEL 4. Remove snow during the storm only when manpower and equipment are not 
(BLUE) being utilized to clear other routes. These routes may be closed for an 
extended period of time until resources are available to plow the travelway. 
Winter maintenance shall be accomplished during regularly scheduled 
working hours on these routes. Chemicals and/or abrasives are not used; if 
surface condition becomes too hazardous for traffic to reasonably negotiate, 
the section should be closed. When temporary closures are required, 
signing, notification of authorities, etc., are accomplished in accordance with 
the Maintenance Manual. These routes will be posted to indicate limited 
maintenance. Low volume state highways in this category may be 
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